Al notes

Capitalism

Accumulation of capital
The mechanism
Profit to produce more profit that then needs more outlets
Making money, accumulating surplus, compound
interest, what do do with the money to make more
money, profit, growth, more value
Capital accumulation has to, is, ...... What's inherent?be
profitable absorbed, investment, speculation
Interest, GNP
Dispossession
The dispossessed, disposable, increasing inequality
Imperialism, the frontier, military expansion,
Laws about property
Harvey, “accumulation by dispossession”, aided by [] of
wealth, the state; devaluation of .....
Outrageous appropriation by the powerful; legal ways
of doing it
Extraction and waste
Upward revaluing of property, assets, gentrifying,
redistribution, displacement
Channeling flows of value, class, tax, privatization,
appropriation
Stealing and consolidating, monopolizing
Who has what resources?
Concentration of wealth
Vertical and horizontal integration and expansion
Surplus, overaccumulation, the bound and the limitless.
Money is limitless, finance capital, then data
imperialism, now Al
Scientific management
What happens has a mirror image in planning, accounting,
paper/data world, reports, records
conceptualization
simplifying = cheaper task
making decisions
who has all the information bearing on the process?
Quotes: pp. “The concept of control adopted by modern
management requires that every activity in production
have its several parallel activities in the management
center: each must be devised, precalculated, tested, laid
out, assigned and ordered, checked and inspected, and



recorded throughout its duration and upon completion.
The result is that the process of production is replicated in
paper form before, as, and after it takes place in physical
form. Just as labor in human beings requires that the labor
process take place in the brain of the worker as well as in
the worker’s physical activity, so now the image of the
process, removed from production to a separate location
and a separate group, controls the process itself”.... “This
paper replica of production, the shadow form which
corresponds to the physical, calls into existence a variety
of new occupations, the hallmark of which is that they are
found not in the flow of things but in the flow of paper. ”
Excerpt FromLabor and Monopoly Capital: The
Degradation of Work in the Twentieth CenturyHarry
Braverman pp.214-15,
Braverman. “The vast industrial engineering and record-
keeping divisions of modern corporations have their
origins in the planning, estimating, and layout
departments,” p. 216
“A mass of clerical workers has come into existence whose
work embraces all that was formerly handled on an
informal basis in the shop itself, or on a minimal basis in
the small shop offices of the past. Since management now
carries on the production process from its desktops,
conducting on paper a parallel process that follows and
anticipates everything that happens in production itself, an
enormous mass of recordkeeping and calculation comes
into being. Materials, work in progress, finished inventory,
labor, machinery, are subjected to meticulous time and
cost accounting. Each step is detailed, recorded, and
controlled from afar, and worked up into reports that offer
a cross-sectional picture at a given moment, often on a
daily basis, of the physical processes of production,
maintenance, shipment, storage, etc. This work is
attended by armies of clerks, data-processing equipment,
and an office management dedicated to its
accomplishment. “ p. 373 Braverman

Science, knowledge, power, interest—Foucault

Institutions and the state

Social and institutional organization for the expansion of capital

Couldry and Mejias, Data Imperialism

Disaster capitalism, how to act in a crisis

A militarized state supporting and subsidizing capital



Government, 2007-008 Could have subsidized threatened
homeowners

Russia, China, India, Brazil, Korea becoming fully capitalist

In the 2000s, China expanded employment and infrastructural
investments. Cite David Harvey

Transportation, China railroads into Central Asia

New areas of investment, finance
Finance capital, what to do with the economic surplus

Finance, computerized trading 24 hr.,

Debt, tranches, insurance, “hedging”

Housing, mortgage, tranches, insured investements in
that

Money locked away in investment funds, investment
opportunities, money capital can grow without limit,
finance capital, governments print money=Federal
Reserve/need to keep the circulation of commodities,
too big to fail

Neoliberailm

Braverman, scientific management, now org.
production and marketing on international level
Outsourcing, small batch production

Scale of possible activity

Efficiency, time, process, Taylorism, manage, own:
Amazon, Netflix

Agglomeration, circulation

Replication, serialization

Inventory control, market feedback

Planning and execution

2007-08, how much the top 1 percent has increased in wealth
since then

Social power

Social relations, destabilization esp. via technology
How many individuals control how much of the world’s
wealth
the concentration, centralization of power,
Kafer
Concenttrations of wealth, amounts to develop
Al
How to expand: territory, new kinds of territory,
consumption, new kinds of consumption, new levels of
activity, new kinds of money making, speculation,
investments, manipulations, the investor class

Changes in social life, processes and institutions that have
history and are socially and culturally developed



Social reproduction, ways of life,
Coevolution of various social levels all at once.
Politics, culture, education, entertainment
Al ties individual life more into data producing life,
more of life becomes digital
Science, technology
““Science is the last—and after labor the most
important—social property to be turned into an
adjunct of capital.”...” “later the capitalist
systematically organizes and harnesses science,
paying for scientific education, research,
laboratories, etc., out of the huge surplus social
product which either belongs directly to him or
which the capitalist class as a whole controls in the
form of tax revenues. A formerly relatively free-
floating social endeavor is integrated into
production and the market.” Pp. 254-55.
braverman
Marketing, social relations invested here, buy services
reorganizing society, create needs
Consumer, service, retail sectors [women, immigrants]
New and useful qualities of things
Consumption, consumer
Possible good things
automate health care, make it a thousand times
cheaper and a thousand times better, cures, actually
solve global warming
Harvey, China concrete, infrastructure and Depression.
FDR, invest in Al
Levels of education, what we learn from others and
how
The reproduction of daily life via patterns of consumption, often
=one’s social relation, surely tied to a job, ideologies, laws,
state, class, gender and race
Creating a group identity
Services, self, personal responsibility, Improvement
Personalization
Neoliberal focus on individual, individualism
Responsibility
Skill
Consumption and individuation
Manipulation
Nostalgia marketed



Al

Students working how many years to pay off debt,
results
Who can afford to study what?
Manipulating needs, wants.
New needs; old needs to new places
How am | going to spend my time?instant gratification
Tourist industry, internationally, dessert cultures
Space-time
Turnover, speed, move capital and get profit faster, human stress
How global business and commerce eats up local commerce;
size and amount of capital needed to get into the game
Short term pleasures, ephemerality, instant, disposable, throw
away, life style change, temporary
Rate of incident, stimuli
Vs. long term planning, vs. foresight
Spectacle, instantly over
The credit card and the cell phone, the personal computer, the
desktop printer
Marx calls it the annihilation of space by time.” Harvey calls it “time-
space” compression
“Time-space compression is a concept developed by the
Marxist geographer David Harvey to describe contemporary
developments in capitalism which have led to the speeding up
of the circulation of capital and with it a speeding up of social
life in general while simultaneously reducing the significance
of place.” Google
Credit cards, electronic banking, cell phones, computers,
neoliberal corporations, international media distrib-prod,
NAFTA and food distrib, environment
Doing landscapes and spatial relations in new ways
Advantageous locations, horizontal integration, things going on
at once
Less cost and time for transportation, more efficient
Annihilate space by time, instantaneous communication,
whatsapp
Operative Data

training data sets

Authentication, reproducibility as in science

New molecules, new proteins, read x rays, diagnosis,
Desirable traits: polite, correct, resourceful

Ties to robots? Kinds of work? Pleasure, pain

Take an exam, accomplish a complex and multifaceted task
Pattern recognition, sampling



Sentences and images = sequences of data

Al and news, way of updating data set

Time lines for people, computers differ in regard to info gathering, comparisons,
data sets. Bases for comparison now hidden, processes of evaluating
Organizing, breaking down tasks, suggestions, background, brainstorming, go
into greater detail

Monopoly over knowledge

Centralization, but not understanding the process

Consume the output

Duplication, duplicability, the elephant in the room for at least 50 years

Human purpose, its impetus harness to train Al, ChaptGPT4 advertises it can do
tasks, create personae or voices for writing.

prompts, voices, modeling

Systematic study of x

Orders of knowledge about a process? A person?

Relation of conception to execution, and where does that take place

... “scientific knowledge has become a balance-sheet item.21 Like all
commodities, its supply is called forth by demand, with the result that the
development of materials, power sources, and processes has become less
fortuitous and more responsive to the immediate needs of capital. The scientific-
technical revolution, for this reason, cannot be understood in terms of specific
innovations—as in the case of the Industrial Revolution, which may be
adequately characterized by a handful of key inventions—but must be
understood rather in its totality as a mode of production into which science and
exhaustive engineering investigations have been integrated as part of ordinary
functioning. The key innovation is not to be found in chemistry, electronics,
automatic machinery, aeronautics, atomic physics, or any of the products of
these science-technologies, but rather in the transformation of science itself into
capital.” pp. 268-69 Braverman

“the capitalist conducts an analysis of each of the tasks distributed among the
workers, with an eye toward getting a grip on the individual operations. It is in
the age of the scientific-technical revolution that management sets itself the
problem of grasping the process as a whole and controlling every element of it,
without exception” p. 274 Braverman

Mental maps, Al remapping knowledge, recombining

The unexpected, unplanned for

Fast evolution

OpenAl amassed 100 million users in less than two months

ChatGPT changed people’s horizons.

see things we don’t see

what will be generative Al’s killer app?

What contains what? Contentious issue with personal data, training sets,
algorithms



Queries are energy intensive
Training is data intensive
US, Biden stop sale of chips to China, national security, past several
years, 2022
Time line to enter dataset, a year; recreating the data sets to be up to
date, many more parameters each time
Business plans, marketing campaigns
Microsoft search engine = Bing, chatGPT = Copilot
Instructions for tasks
Applications, results
Job loss
Legal writing, research
Hallucinate
Changing the nature of the work
Google maps, gps
Reading xrays
Formulaic language
How Facebook chooses what | see
Retail, inventory, competitive pricing, delivery
Training dataset, hundreds of billions of words.
Perform better than expected
NotebookLM, Google, based on Gemini
Fast growing. ChatGPT gets 100M weekly users in first year. Other
business build on it and it is an app in its own right.
Associated Press, Business Insider, Politico [Axel Springer pub. Germany]
will let its content train ChatGPT models; train with a business’
information so as to be about that business’ needs
Science: proteins catalogued, molecules invented
Billions now invested in US Al
Constitutional Al, within Al a regulation according to humanistic “rules.”
Skills that confer privilege
Where is the skill located?
What is the periphery that gets “developed” and thus expropriated?

Kafer/problems
Internet, porn, slurs, disinformation
Manipulated, realistic images
Censorship, China [cultural differences about what is offensive]
Ubiquity, Kafer
Kafer essay, read book, began this editorial
Many essays on Al, FB site for teachers
Labor of creating prompts, done now for free
Danger of absorbing human frailty without ethical formation



Control, centralization, the hidden from sight-notice

The totality

Ways and paths for exerting control

Individual responsibility for own health, money, improve lot, pay for our own
care and growth, freedom of choice

human
Spiritual words, ties to flesh and blood
Advanced reasoning capacities
Cyborg, merging
Heidegger, plunged into a social reality, learn to cope with it, grow, always a
scarcity of information leading to decision making, world shaping, power
relations
Evolution, time lines, pace of change now, what slow evolution guarantees or
makes more likely, a kind of safety
Routines, processes
Accounting, accountablilty, money
Your job and your social relations tied together
Sectors of the populations, Bourdieu
Continuity
Tools--social relations—society
Making decisions
What’s the brain work and where does it lie?
Anarchism sensitive to locale
Deskilling, skill and class, disperse abilities and their use to specialized tasks
Manipulation, control vs fulfill human capacity, potential, well being
Metaphors and mind, mental concepts of the world, ethics
Population growth, new technologies, new ways of organizing socity, new
emergencies
Struggles over common concerns, stakes, rights, the commons
Alienation from government, fragmentation, brief protest
Blame drugs, China, immigrants, gender shifts, liberal education
Logistics, potential sites for protest

bibliography
Gary Kafer, “There is no Al.”review of Kate Crawford, The Atlas of Al:
Power, Politics, and the Planetary Costs of Artificial Intelligence
Victor Wallis, review of Shoshana Zuboff, The Age of Surveillance
Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future and the New Frontier of Power
(New York: Public Affairs, 2019).
http://ejumpcut.org/archive/jc59.2019/VicWallis-Zuboff/index.html
Cambridge Analytica Scandal: https://www.vox.com/policy-and-
politics/2018/3/23/17151916/facebook-cambridge-analytica-trump-

diagram



https://www.ejumpcut.org/trialsite/GaryKafer/index.html
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/3/23/17151916/facebook-cambridge-analytica-trump-diagram
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/3/23/17151916/facebook-cambridge-analytica-trump-diagram
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/3/23/17151916/facebook-cambridge-analytica-trump-diagram

Data collection: https://themarkup.org/privacy/2023/06/08/from-
heavy-purchasers-of-pregnancy-tests-to-the-depression-prone-we-
found-650000-ways-advertisers-label-you
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/us-government-buys-data-
americans-little-oversight-report-finds-rcna89035

Operational Images: From the Visual to the Invisual, Jussi Parikka,
University of Minnesota Press, 2023.
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/operational-images
Labor and Monopoly Capital: the Degredation of Work in the Twentieth
Century. Harry Braverman. 1998.
https://archive.org/details/labormonopolycapOOharr

David Harvey, https://davidharvey.org/books/

“Data Colonialism: Rethinking Big Data’s Relation to the Contemporary
Subject,” by Nick Couldry and Ulises A. Mejias. Television & New Media,
20:4, Sept 2, 2018.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/15274764187966327j0
urnalCode=tvna#conl

Shoshana Zuboff, The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a
Human Future at the New Frontier of Power, reviewed by Victor Wallis



https://themarkup.org/privacy/2023/06/08/from-heavy-purchasers-of-pregnancy-tests-to-the-depression-prone-we-found-650000-ways-advertisers-label-you
https://themarkup.org/privacy/2023/06/08/from-heavy-purchasers-of-pregnancy-tests-to-the-depression-prone-we-found-650000-ways-advertisers-label-you
https://themarkup.org/privacy/2023/06/08/from-heavy-purchasers-of-pregnancy-tests-to-the-depression-prone-we-found-650000-ways-advertisers-label-you
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/us-government-buys-data-americans-little-oversight-report-finds-rcna89035
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/us-government-buys-data-americans-little-oversight-report-finds-rcna89035
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/operational-images
https://archive.org/details/labormonopolycap00harr
https://davidharvey.org/books/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1527476418796632?journalCode=tvna#con1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1527476418796632?journalCode=tvna#con1

Al notes

Capitalism

Accumulation of capital
The mechanism
Profit to produce more profit that then needs more outlets
Making money, accumulating surplus, compound
interest, what do do with the money to make more
money, profit, growth, more value
Capital accumulation has to, is, ...... What's inherent?be
profitable absorbed, investment, speculation
Interest, GNP
Dispossession
The dispossessed, disposable, increasing inequality
Imperialism, the frontier, military expansion,
Laws about property
Harvey, “accumulation by dispossession”, aided by [] of
wealth, the state; devaluation of .....
Outrageous appropriation by the powerful; legal ways
of doing it
Extraction and waste
Upward revaluing of property, assets, gentrifying,
redistribution, displacement
Channeling flows of value, class, tax, privatization,
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Stealing and consolidating, monopolizing
Who has what resources?
Concentration of wealth
Vertical and horizontal integration and expansion
Surplus, overaccumulation, the bound and the limitless.
Money is limitless, finance capital, then data
imperialism, now Al
Scientific management
What happens has a mirror image in planning, accounting,
paper/data world, reports, records
conceptualization
simplifying = cheaper task
making decisions
who has all the information bearing on the process?
Quotes: pp. “The concept of control adopted by modern
management requires that every activity in production
have its several parallel activities in the management
center: each must be devised, precalculated, tested, laid
out, assigned and ordered, checked and inspected, and



